Nick Vo‘rbg plays

1Y M
nrense, aggressive and yes,
crazy. Milwaukee Wave goal-
keeper Nick Vorberg admits

goalies do have 2 bad reputation
for being kind of crazy. (How
else would you describe some-

one who purposely runs toward a

hard, projecuile object traveling at

the velocity of a speeding car?)

But as father to 2-year-oid
Kinsey and 3-month-old Beckert
Mick describes himself in a different
way: “Dad’s very mellow.” In fact.

“book ume” is a favorite part of this
Pevaavkee dad’s day, Just before
bedtime, Kinsey climbs into his dad's
fap and listens as Nick reads from
the toddler’s favonite book: | love
youl forever. I'if like you for always
As long as I'm living, my baby you'li
he. "

Mellow is not. however, how
you'd describe this dad's sched-
ule—gspecially now that the Wave's
season is in high gear. Nick trains

with the team in the morming From
there he heads to Marquette Uni-
wersity 1o train the goalkeepers on
the men's soccer team, Thenat's
straight to his club, S5C Waukesha,
where he's not only director of the
soccer academy but a select coach,
as well. Weekends are full traveling
with either the Wave or the Mar-
quette team

“%0 any moments with my famaly,
{'m really going to cherish.™ Nick says
“Put the wark down, and enjoy the

family when | can. It's a whirlwand

Everybody says you're going to look

Toy ractors and trucks. the
park, the zoo, wresding on the
floor—chese are fun famidy
umes. And of course, there's
soccer. MNick says Kinsey has
seen hes dad coach enough to
Want 1o try it at home “He's
learming how to kick the ball and
Fwatch to see whether he's
going to pick up the ball or kick
it”" He expects Kinsey mught
want to play on a soccer team
someday.

“The club | work in has Youth
4. 5 and 6 programs,” says Nick
“So we'li play a litdde bit for fun
and let others coach him and see
how he picks it up. We'll see
how he likes it and go from
there”

INick says he and his wife,
Lissie, want 1o expose the kuds
to & variety of activities so they
can discover what they hike,
whether it's music, art or even

baseball. Nick laughs and
shakes his head, “I've asked a
couple of my friends in basebail
‘How do you guys play i? You're
juse sitzing in the outfield, not
doing anything, You need to run
around!™

Bue if that's the sport his kids
choose? "That's OK. | would
learn, and 1 might even be that
crazy parent in the stands,” he
in&(‘i

for keeps

Colic, waking up at night, ewo
kids in diapers—these are parts
of Nick’s iife too. Butlike a true
champion, when the going gets
tough, Nick plows right on
through—even with the dirty
diapers

“With any kind of odor. | have
a bad gag reflex,” says Nick. “}
have to get everything prepared
beforehand | have to get my
wipes, get everythung lad out
fiest, so I'm ready for any disas-
ter.” Nick says Lissie's family has
been very sympathetic. They
sent him a snorkel kit wo help
him breathe easier during diaper
changes

MNick takes on fatherhood with
the same kind of passion and
commitment he's devoted to his
soccer career, His professional
career began in 1997 with the
Portiand Pythons. He joined the
Wave in 2003 as #0, winning
three world championships with
the team. He 15 also a member of
the winning U'S. National Fursal
teamn. He's a four-tume Major
Indoor Soccer League ali-star
He won goalkeeper of the year
award following the 2009-10 and
101213 seasons, and ranks
second mn wins on the YWave's
ali-ume list

A string of inpressive stats
and awards follows the name
Nick Vorberg How many kids
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back and it’s goinz to go by so
quick. And it's true.”

parent wos
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can say their dad is immortafized
% a bubblehead!? But being a

professional soccer player means

a 1ot more 1o Mick than the
accolades.

“One of the most rewarding
parts of being with the Mil-

kee YWave i being able to
g£ive back to the community.” he
says. “The community mvohe-
ment is second 1o nons with
fNOST SOCLer TRan in the couns
wy. it is one of the reasons |
came to Mibwaukee™

Since 2003, Nick bas been
active in the soccer team's char-
itable prograrn "Wave of Hope ™
He helps reammares and coaches
conducs furt and actve school
wssernblies that veach health
education. They ve visioed over
200 schoolt in southeast Wis-
congin,

Blick and tis teammates coach
the four "E's™ environment,
education, exercising daily and
eating healthy. Alsa available to
schools, the team has developed
2 "Wave on Wellness” curvicu-
fum, meeting the guidelines of
the Department of Public in-

struction

Blick is alse a site divector and
coach for the Waves' yoush
soccer camps. Many underprivi-
leged children have been able o

attend camp because of the
provides.

Couching and mantoring
youth have been 3 big part of
Mick's life from the baginning of
his career. Wave Coach Keith
Tozer says Nick has used soccer
to hielp 5o many young people
develop and grow. | just talled
o 3 young rman who goes to
Marquette Universicy and played
for Mick.” says Coach Tozer.
“He talkadd about how Nick
wanted hir to respect the gams,
respect the oppONeNnt. respect
the coaching staff and himself .,
and how that transfers to other
pieces of his life!™

Pick says fie has aiways felt a
responsibility to give back. “My
parents, coaches and wachers
were 2 huge influence in thatand
! hope chis {responsibilicy) is
o to my boys through
time.”
There are a number of things

Wive of AT"

Hope ™

T —

Down by six points with just minutes left. the Wave battles
back to tie then ultimately win their season opener 23.21
against the Missouri Comets. Milwaukee Wave owner Sue
Biack calls the win exhilarating: “I'm so proud of the team
and their tenacity to fighe their way through to the win in overtime.”

As proud as she s of ber team on the field, Black « ust as proud of ther work of the field "One
thing about these guys s that they g back 10 the communty. £2 1o over 200 schools with
team players who step up and be role models for beds. The way they reach out 10 the fods i need
at Children's Hospral and afl the different appearances they do, these guys really do care about the
community”

THE WAVE OF HOPE's mission 5 to help children isld 2 foundation of healthy habits and
whprove thes overall quabity of We. Black says Wave players are mtegral i accomplishng s -
sar and keepmg i fun!

School visits. These visds allow kads 10 mnteract with the professicnal athletes and lsarm about
welingeds and postive festyles,
Game days, The Wive sets aside twe game days Toe students, Ticke! costs and transportation are
subsadized and prorated depending on student nesds.

The drves are reguiar features at games dunng the Wave season. Toy, book, hat
and ntten drves have benefited needy families bving in the area.
Youth succer camps. Every summer, kads attend camps coached by Wave players. Mary are
absie 1o attend dud to the fnancal Bsstance provded by the Wive of Hope,
Charitable gifts. In the past three vears, the 'Wave of Hape has donated more than kalf 2 million
dollars to local charties

Coacts Keth Tozer says everywhere he poes, people tell vm how Wave players have mpacted
ther fves, "Almost 12 a Tt each person says mestmg and talleng to one of the guys has helped
thern become who they are todsy.”

The Wave of Hepe continues to Tind ways 1o contrbute. Black says one poal 15 to build twe
catdoar futsal courts, “Futsal 5 the next bep thing, already huge around the world, and o's gaming
trachon hers mthe Unided States”

Nick hopes his children wilt learny

from him: “1 hope they under-
stand how 20 respact the penson
nexe 1o them. Know that it an't
about what you did, but whag
you will do. Dad Vorberg it
nothing without Mom Yorberg,
{1 love my wife) And that every
day is a blessing!™




