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i don't know what it is about thig
generation, but chey are amazing!™

Angels Speed. spokeswoman for
the Wiscansin Humane Sociery,
marvels at the young philanthropiits
who come through the door. “They
sy they just had a birthday party and
instead of asking for gifts, they col-
lected dosatrons for the animals.
There are some kids who do it two
and thiee years i a row?"”

Make giving fun

For the past three birthdays. Echan
Karb, 11, of Saukeville has given up a
potental reomful of presents in
exchange for 3 large load of dona.
vans for the Humane Sociegy. 1
noremally don's think about how I'm
losing swif.” he says. "I just think
ataut how ['m helping the dags and
cats and other animals.”

Eehian and his farily have figured
out how o make giving funefor a
lot of kids. They rent out the historic
Rivoli Theater in Cedarburg and
nwite Ethan's whole class for a party.
including parents and siblings. the
teachers and their kids. and other
friends.

Ethan says his freends think s a
pretty cool idia. It is probably

with a gul:l)"pee

easier ta bring things to the party
from the wish list at the Humane
Sotiety instead of having to ask me
what | want.” he says, “They also like
that |invite everyone in the ciass.
FOom 30 O ane gers leftour”

Ethan’s mom, Raquel. says they
live on a hobby farm and care for
animali. so chaosing 1o suppart the
Humane Sociaty scemed only nat.
ural, $he says the whole family came
up with the idea together,

“My husband, Todd, and | try 1o
find a bafance in cur bfe,” she ways.
“We reahize we really don't need
mare stulf that cames with birthday
partes”

Create a giving tradition

Eight-year-old Benjamin Larson of
Bay View figures ha really deesn’t
need more stuff eicher, Plus, giving
has become & Larson family tradiuon.
Tagether shey voluniteer at the
Riverwest Food Pantry in Milwaukee.
Berause of that experience. Benjamin
asked his friends for baxes of cereal
instead of birthday presents

“IH el like God was calling me 1o
be riige to ather kids and five my life
for other peeple.” says Benjamin. |
just wanted the food pantry to hive

more fond ta give to more people.

“Benjamin has a very generous
heart soowe didn’t need (o cohvinga
him to da this.” says kis mom, Sara.
“lz's just part of who we are as x
family and who he is as a persan”
Valunteering on a regular bigs has
heiped Benjamin see that it's his
fesponsibality 1o help however he
can. shie says

Bengmin says he got 1o hand out
the cereal himself when he volun.
tegred at the pantry. “H fust made
me happy that chis cereal was frem
my friends "

Between 500 snd 1000 people
feteive emergency food asssance
each manth from the Riverwess
Food Pantry. Director Vincent Noth
$ays about ere third of their cheants
are children and aver half of the food
s1amp recigients are ynder the age of
2%, These are faces, he says. that hit
home to parests and children.

Since many Kids today got birthday
£ifts frem parents and other rela-
tives. Noth suggests ¢ollecting dona-
1S at a kids” party might be an
aptinn more children are willing to
consider, I

I. Party with the animals: The Wisconsin
Humane Soriety hosts birthday partics nearly
every weekend, and 100 percent of the proceeds
help provide care for the animals, wihumane.org!
for-kids

1 Gift donations: Throw 3 regular party but
ask the guests to bring a donatian instead of a gifL
It could be books for the hospital ar mittens for 3
homeless sheleer. Local foed pantries cften need
birthday party sems ke cxke mix and canaed
frosting so a child in reed can celebrate 2 birth-
day, too.

3. Fun runiwalk: Gather friends and family,
and get active for a cause. Create your own T-
shirts and wear them as 3 team.

4. Crafting kindness: Pull out the art supplies

and ask party guests to create a card and write 3

greeting for residents of x nursing home, or a
reacher, or 3 relative-—just because.

5. Random acts of green: Guests can deco-
rate terra-cota pots and plart some flowers: chen
share with neghbors.



